Chester Township 

1737 Big Lake Road, Gaylord, MI  49735

Regular Board Meeting

March 14, 2023
Called to order at 6:00 p.m. by supervisor Miller. 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Members present: Miller, K., Casselman, Szymanski, and Miller, B.  Others Present:  County Commissioner Brett McVannel, Planning and Zoning Chair Jack Marlette, and guests Dave Hoecherl and Elizabeth Smith.
Motion by Miller, B. to approve consent agenda as follows: 

A. Approval of minutes with corrections

B. Approval of Treasurer’s report as presented


C. Authorization to pay bills as presented for a total of $9,679.88
               Seconded by Miller, K., motion carried.

Motion by Miller, K., that Chester Township does not accept charge on credit card for meal for budget workshop, seconded by Casselman, motion carried.
Public comment opened at 6:11 p.m. and closed at 6:11 p.m.

Regular board meeting recessed at 6:12 for Budget Hearing.

Resolution Motion 031423A to establish Township Officer’s Salary:  BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution is subject to MCLA 41.95(3).  In a township that does not hold an annual meeting; the salary for officers composing the township board shall be determined by the township board.  Be It Resolved that as of April 1, 2023, the salaries of the township board member shall be as follows:  Supervisor: $14,904.00 per year exclusive of assessing duties, Clerk: $26,616.00 per year, Treasurer: $26,616.00 per year, and the Trustees $4,872.00 per year to include fireboard meetings.   The forgoing resolution is offered by board member Szymanski, supported by board member Miller, B.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 
Resolution Motion 031423B that the Chester Township Board approves the following budget:  Per Diem is $20 per hour with a maximum of 8 hours per day.  Mileage to be at .65/mi, clerical help $20.00 per hour, election chairman $22.00 per hour, election worker $20.00 per hour, and board of review $20.00 per hour.  Ordinance enforcement will be $185.00 per month with mileage paid per inspection, hall cleaning at $80.00 per month, assessor $2,303.00 per month, and Assistant Assessor at $168.00 per month.  The forgoing resolution is offered by board member Szymanski, supported by board member Casselman.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.  
Resolution Motion 031423C by Szymanski that the Chester Township Board adopt the FY 2024 budget by cost center/activity, (see attached budget), with the General Fund at $648,980 and surplus available for building maintenance and roads, supported by Miller, K.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.
Resolution Motion 031423D by Szymanski that the Chester Township board approves to follow the Federal poverty Guidelines for 2023 for the current March Board of Review which will also include the asset level test, seconded by Miller, K.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Miller, B., yes, and Szymanski, yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.
Regular board meeting reconvened at 6:19 p.m.

New Business – Letters of intent for trustee vacancy were read by applicants Dave Hoecherl and Elizabeth Smith.

Motion by Miller, K., for closed session to discuss applicants for vacancy, seconded by Casselman, motion carried.  

Motion by Miller, K., to appoint Elizabeth Smith to fill trustee vacancy until term expiration 2024, effective immediately, seconded by Casselman, motion carried.

Motion by Miller, B., to accept contract with the Otsego County Fire board from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023, 2024, in the amount of $20,520.00, seconded by Miller, K., motion carried.
Motion by Szymanski to accept the contract with Northeast Michigan Council of Governments to update Chester Township Master Plan, in the amount of $2,500.00, seconded by Miller, K., motion carried.

Old Business – Recording secretary/website manager – website will be managed by Liz Smith and the recording secretary position will not be filled.  Playground equipment – looking at a swing set and teeter totter, depending on space possibly a couple of spring rockers.  New quote for playground equipment,  picnic tables, bench and trash cans for pavilion.  Cyber attacks/backup – discussion on cyber attacks becoming more present and backups to be performed. 
Motion by Miller, K., to table credit card policy until April, seconded by Szymanski, motion carried.

Report – Ordinance Enforcer had nothing to report.  Jack Marlette, Planning and Zoning gave the update on wedding barn venues.  County Commissioner Brett McVannel had nothing to report, Economic Alliance will be moving to different location for county offices to be in one location.  Fire board nothing to report.  Assessor nothing to report.

Motion by Miller, K., for assessor to purchase new laptop to include docking station and bag, seconded by Casselman, motion carried. 
Motion by Miller, K., to accept Great Lakes Energy Cooperative Franchise, Ordinance No 1-2023, seconded by Szymanski, motion carried.

Motion by Casselman to accept the Straights Area Narcotics Enforcement Services Agreement, April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2023, 2024, in the amount of $1,000.00, seconded by Miller, B., motion carried.
Motion by Szymanski that the Election Commission meeting for May 2, 2023, election will be held Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 5:45 p.m., seconded by Miller, B., motion carried.

Next meeting is April 11, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
_______________________________

__________________________________

Bonny Miller, Supervisor



Melissa L. Szymanski, Clerk

