Chester Township 

1737 Big Lake Road, Gaylord, MI  49735

Regular Board Meeting

March 12, 2024
Called to order at 6:00 p.m. by supervisor Miller. 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Members present: Miller, K., Casselman, Szymanski, Smith, and Miller, B.  
Motion by Miller, K. to approve consent agenda as follows: 

A. Approval of February 8, 2024, minutes

B. Approval of Treasurer’s report 


C. Authorization to pay bills as presented for a total of $24,107.99
               Seconded by Smith, motion carried.
Public comment opened at 6:01 p.m. and closed at 6:01 p.m.

Regular board meeting recessed at 6:01 for Budget Hearing.

Resolution Motion 031224A to establish Township Officer’s Salary:  BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution is subject to MCLA 41.95(3).  In a township that does not hold an annual meeting; the salary for officers composing the township board shall be determined by the township board.  Be It Resolved that as of April 1, 2024, the salaries of the township board member shall be as follows:  Supervisor: $15,381.00 per year exclusive of assessing duties, Clerk: $27,468.00 per year, Treasurer: $27,468.00 per year, and the Trustees $5,028.00 per year to include fireboard meetings.   The forgoing resolution is offered by board member Miller, K., supported by board member Szymanski.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, Smith, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 
Resolution Motion 031224B that the Chester Township Board approves the following budget:  Per Diem is $20 per hour with a maximum of 8 hours per day.  Mileage to be the IRS standard rate, clerical  $20.00 per hour, election chairman $22.00 per hour, election inspector $20.00 per hour, and board of review $20.00 per hour for the organizational meetings, and $200 per day for the March Board of Review.  Ordinance enforcement will be $189.00 per month with mileage paid per inspection, hall cleaning at $80.00 per month, assessor $2,377.00 per month, and Assistant Assessor at $173.00 per month.  The forgoing resolution is offered by board member Miller, K., supported by board member Smith.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, Smith, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.  
Resolution Motion 031224C by Miller, K., that the Chester Township Board adopt the FY 2025 budget by cost center/activity, (see attached budget), with the General Fund at $393,720 and surplus available for building maintenance and roads, supported by Szymanski.  Upon a roll call vote, the following voted: Casselman, yes, Miller, K., yes, Szymanski, yes, and Miller, B., yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution adopted.
Regular board meeting reconvened at 6:10 p.m.

Unfinished Business
*Special assessment report – notice of public hearing

*Trees north of hall - soil conservation, 5 will be removed

*Credit card points - treasurer 31,353 and clerk 21,132, home depot cards

*Keypad - purchase with home depot cards

New Business

*Hall insulation - is sufficient with vapor barrier

*Waste station history - agreement given to board members
*Fire depart (Charlton) agreement - agreement given to board members 

Motion by Smith to set public hearing on proposed special assessment for fire protection, seconded by Miller, K., upon a roll call vote of ayes Smith, Szymanski, and Miller, K., and nayes Casselman and Miller, B., motion carried.  

Motion by Smith to hold Notice of Public Hearing on Special Assessment Roll for Fire Protection for April 9, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., seconded by Miller, K., upon a roll call vote of ayes, Miller, K., Casselman, Szymanski,, Smith, and Miller, B.,  motion carried.

Motion by Smith to accept Earthplan Landscaping bid for removal of trees, seconded by Miller, K., motion carried.
Motion by Szymanski that Miller Construction will repair leak in crawl space and correct elevated grade, seconded by Miller, K., all in favor, Casselman, Miller, K., Szymanski, and Smith, abstain, Miller, B., motion carried.

Motion by Casselman to have Listvan Plumbing and Heating reflash exhaust vent, seconded by Szymanski, all in favor, motion carried.

Motion by Miller, B., to get bids for porch to be updated with funds from ARPA, seconded by Casselman, all in favor, motion carried.

Other Concerns

*Enhanced access policy for FOIA

Next meeting April 9, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.

Adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

_______________________________

__________________________________

Bonny Miller, Supervisor



Melissa L. Szymanski, Clerk

